Special Programme

As part of our special programme, you can attend
a guided tour with the exhibition curator Lenka Lindaurova
and/or the collector Karel Babicek.

The development of the Czech art scene in the 1990s
will be presented by some of its main representatives in
a panel discussion.

You can learn about the advertising of the 1990s from
marketing experts who will introduce the commercial
context of this period.

Follow our website and social media for the times and
dates of the events.

MIDNIGHT OF ART
Ways of Collecting: Karel Babicek’s Collection
0107 2022 — 30 09 2022

CURATOR Lenka Lindaurova

EXHIBITION SERIES CONCEPT Christelle Havranek | EXHIBITION DESIGN Jifi Pfihoda | GRAPHIC DESIGN OF THE EXHIBITION AND
CATALOGUE Robert V. Novak | GRAPHIC DESIGN OF THE EXHIBITION’S PROMOTION Zuzana Lednicka, Andrea Vacovska

(Studio Najbrt) | EXHIBITION PRODUCTION Eliska Zakové | PROJECT ASSISTANCE Nikola Schnitzerova | TECHNICAL PRODUCTION
Matej Al-Ali | INCOMING LOANS COORDINATOR Katerina Slavikova | LEARNING AND SPECIAL PROGRAMME Martina Freitagova,
Barbora Skaloudova | PUBLICATIONS MANAGER Véra Janickova | PR AND COMMUNICATION Ondfrej Cizek, Zuzana Dusilova,

Lucie Zelmanova | TRANSLATIONS INTO ENGLISH Vit Bohal | TRANSLATIONS INTO CZECH Anna Zilkové | EDITING AND
PROOFREADING Theo Carnegy-Tan (EN), Pavlina Klazarova, Stépanka Paskova (CZ) | EXHIBITION ARCHITECTURE EXECUTION
Vladimir Kosik, David Syrovatka | INSTALLATION Patrik Adamec, Matej Al-Ali, LeoS Drabek, Zdenék Grosman, Eva Havlova,

Vojtéch Jehlika, Mat&j Pav, Filip Sigmund, Augustin Soukup, Jakub Simek

Exhibition organised by Kunsthalle Praha.

EXHIBITING ARTISTS Jan Backovsky, Veronika Bromova, Tomas Cisarovsky, Larry Clark, Tony Cragg, Jifi David, Nancy Davidson,
Stanislav Divi§, Martin John, Stanislav Jud|, Kristof Kintera, Vladimir Kokolia, Martin Krajc, Petr Kvi¢ala, Martin Mainer,

FrantiSek Matousek, Jan Merta, Vladimir Merta, MICL, Michal Nesazal, Julian Opie, Petr Pisarik, Jan Pisték, Viktor Pivovaroy,
Otto Placht, Jifi Pfihoda, Philippe Ramette, Lukas Rittstein, Jaroslav Rona, FrantiSek Skala, Tomas Smetana, Vit Soukup,

VAclav Stratil, Antonin Stfizek, Adriena Simotova, Pavel Smid, Margita Titlova-Ylovsky, Katefina Vincourova, Josef Zaéek
LENDERS Karel Babicek, Veronika Bromova, Tony Cragg, COLLETT Prague | Munich, Nancy Davidson, Miroslav Jifele, Petr Kvicala,
Vladimir Merta, MICL, Julian Opie, Luk&$ Rittstein, Simon Lee Gallery, Pavel Smid, Xippas Gallery, Roman Vyborny, Josef Zagek

SPECIAL THANKS TO abART, Martin Polak, Ondrej Polak, Spolek Brandys ve svétg, Jifi Svestka, VVP AVU

The exhibition is accompanied by an eponymous publication and we would herewith like to express our gratitude
to the editors, authors, and others involved in its preparation.

This exhibition has been made possible thanks to the support of Kunsthalle Praha members.
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Ways of Collecting

Karel Babicek in Gordon Matta-Clark’s exhibition Bingo, Nova sin, 1995
Photo Matin Polak, VVP AVU Archive

English



MIDNIGHT OF ART
Karel Babicek’s Collection
Lenka Lindaurova

The story of collector Karel Babicek is firmly
set in the 1990s. Although he bought his

first painting as a student in the 1970s, he
only started systematically collecting art
after 1991, when he founded Behémoét Gallery
- one of the first private galleries in Prague.
He wanted to follow the New York model,

and so he focused on creating a programme,
following current happenings in the Czech
art scene, and fostering intergenerational
communication.

Over the years Babicek gradually expanded
his collection. The core of it was acquired
largely according to which artworks reflected
his passions, and each acquisition was
closely connected to different periods of his
life. He bought works by Veronika Bromova,
Kristof Kintera, Vladimir Kokolia, Petr Kvicala,
Vladimir Merta, Jifi Pfihoda, Adriena Simo-
tova, Margita Titlova-Ylovsky, Katefina
Vincourova, Josef Zaéek, and others.

In addition to collecting, he supported the
artists financially, published catalogues, and
realised various programmes outside of the
gallery itself.

In the second half of the 1990s, the city of
Prague selected Babi¢ek to manage and
curate the Nova sin gallery, where he fulfilled
his life-long ambition of presenting large
international projects by well-known artists.
He brought the works of Tony Cragg, Nancy
Davidson, Gordon Matta-Clark, Julian Opie,
and Philippe Ramette to Prague, and also
produced a large-scale collaborative project
by Jifi Pfihoda and Brian Eno. In 2000, he
stopped working in both galleries and con-
tinued in his art collecting efforts, expanding
his collection to include works by young
artists. He prepared exhibitions and initiated
art projects in public spaces in the town of
Brandys nad Orlici, and collaborated with
Galerie kritikll in Prague. Most recently, he
helped found the Municipal Gallery of Ri¢any
this year.

Babicek’s activities significantly impacted
the art scene of the 1990s. His ambitious
efforts were ahead of their time, and most
importantly, their scope exceeded local
boundaries. Today his collection includes
over 120 works by the foremost Czech and

international artists, and closely documents
the eruption of artistic energy in the years
following the 1989 Velvet Revolution.

The exhibition presents a selection of
Babicek’s collection, emphasising the
works of Behémoét Gallery’s core artists,
and includes works by international artists
who previously exhibited at Nova sin and
remember it fondly to this day.

The title ‘Midnight of Art’ was taken from the
novel Immortality by Milan Kundera, where the
term refers to a moment of fear for the future
of art. The story of Karel Babicek’s collection
takes place at just such a time, and we have
yet to see where it might lead us.

Ways of Collecting

In the Czech Republic, where for decades
art collections were accessible only through
state institutions, the role of private collectors
is something of a mystery. Ways of Collect-
ing sheds light on an activity that, although
often overlooked, is inseparable from the art
ecosystem. It also reveals the fascinating
relationships that collectors have with their
collections, which are just as intriguing as
the connections between the artworks
within them.

The Ways of Collecting cycle will present
various approaches to collecting by unveil-
ing local and international private collections
seldom available to the public.

Viktor Pivovarov
Vulcans as Black Triangles, 1988
Karel Babicek Collection
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Tony Cragg
Administered Landscape, 1996
Karel Babicek Collection

Nancy Davidson
Hang ‘Em High Again, 1999
Courtesy of the artist and the Robert Miller Gallery

Vaclav Stratil
Czech Landscape, 1998-1999
Karel Babicek Collection
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f Katefina Vincourova
Larry Clark

In Touch, 2006
Untitled (T23),1963 COLLETT Prague | Munich
Edition 14 of 25

Courtesy of the artist, Luhring
Augustine, New York and Simon
Lee Gallery, London / Hong Kong

FrantiSek Matousek
Mount Snézka, 2002
Karel Babicek Collection

Kristof Kintera
Relatives, 1998
Karel Babicek Collection

Jan Pisték
Costa Dorada, 1988
Karel Babicek Collection

Margita Titlova-Ylovsky
Lipstick Drawing, 1983
Miroslav Jifele Collection

Martin Mainer
Frame on Albion River, 1995-1996
Karel Babicek Collection



